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LARKEN ASSOCIATES MOURNS THE LOSS OF VETERAN EXECUTIVE 
BABETTE RUTMAN 

BRANCHBURG, NJ, October 3, 2023 — It is with great sadness that Larken Associates announces the 
loss of the firm’s former CFO Babette Rutman at the age of 72. 

Babette joined Larken Associates in 1996 and quickly became a key member of the firm’s executive 
team. Working closely with the firm’s Chairman Larry Gardner and President and Chief Executive Officer 
David Gardner, Babette’s leadership and tireless hard work helped transform the company into one of 
New Jersey’s most respected and fastest-growing real estate builders, developers and managers. 
Babette retired from her role as CFO earlier in 2023 but continued to be a trusted resource for the 
Gardners and the entire Larken Associates team.

“For almost three decades, I have been honored to call Babette a friend and colleague,” said David 
Gardner, President and Chief Executive Officer of Larken Associates. “She will be deeply missed by her 
Larken family as we reflect on her friendship and the many accomplishments and wonderful times we 
shared together. Our sincere condolences go out to her family during this difficult time.” 

In addition to serving as CFO of Larken Associates, Babette was also the Broker of Record for Raider 
Realty, the in-house brokerage division of Larken Associates. 

Prior to joining Larken Associates, Babette owned and operated two Century 21 offices in New Jersey 
and was also employed at Kaplan Companies. She received her Bachelor of Science in Accounting 
from Rutgers University School of Business. Babette is survived by her 3 children Jason Boig, Sarah 
Rutman and Steven Rutman, and grandchildren.

About Larken Associates

Larken Associates is a regional leader in real estate building, development and management. 
Leveraging over 50 years of experience, they are dedicated to bringing great spaces to live and work 
to life through a long-term ownership strategy and full suite of in-house capabilities. With a diverse 
commercial portfolio consisting of nearly three million square feet and 800 tenants across office, 
industrial, retail and mixed-use and approximately 2,000 owned and/or managed residential units 
across 22 unique communities, Larken Associates’ is deeply committed to the communities in which 
they work as well as the tenants and residents who call their buildings home. 


